
nock Knock, Whoõs There?
           Your Neighbor. Your Neigh-
bor Who? Your Neighbor who keeps 
you up all night, or Your neighbor 
who respects your rights?

I know which neighbor I want to 
live next to:  the one who respects my 
rights.  Conÿict in this neighborhood 
between young and old, or student and 
non-student is nothing new.  Our way 
of handling it is.

Collaborating with other community 
organizations, the York Neighborhood 
Association is working hard to create 
an atmosphere of inclusiveness and 
respect between neighbors.  In this 
issue of the newsletter youõll read about 
a new Conÿict Resolution training 
program -- a joint effort between the 
Campus Community Coalition (CCC), 
the Whatcom Dispute Resolution 
Center, and neighborhoods like York.

Along with this newsletter you 
received a òdoor knockeró hanging 
on your door.  It promotes the theme 
òThink Locally, Act Neighborly.ó  It 
was published for the neighborhoods 
surrounding the university.  

During the þrst week of classes, 
neighborhood representatives will 
participate in an Info Fair at WWU, 
introducing off-campus students to 
their various neighborhoods.  The 
point being:  these are neighborhoods, 
not blocks of party houses.  Added up, 
these efforts represent a big commit-



Would you enjoy the chance to view 
some of  the neighborhood gardens? 
Do you like to eat and sip wine? 
Then the Wine & Roses Garden 
Club is for you!

The club meets once a month 
from April through October at a dif-
ferent York neighborõs garden each 
month, and then enjoys a progressive 
holiday dinner in December. The 
dinner is not 
to be missed; 
itõs a gastro-
nomic delight.

On the seri-
ous side, the 
club serves as 
Park Steward 
of  the gardens 
at Rock Hill 
Park, located in 
the berm on the lower level near the 
basketball court.  Rock Hill Park is at 
the southern end of  Iron St.

Before the club took over, the 
perennial gardens were overrun 
with bird weed and burdock, two 
extremely invasive weeds. After two 
summers of  consistent weeding, 
these weeds have less of  a presence.  
This fall the garden club will work on 
the new butterÿy habitat at the park. 
Watch for the changes.

Wine and Roses Garden Club is 
open to anyone who loves to garden 
and is ready for a good time. If  you 
are interested, contact Amelia Lunde, 
734-6739.

We are pleased to announce that 
Kelix Scott, neighborhood high 
school senior, is taking over as the 
leader for the Butterÿy Habitat 
Project at Rock Hill Park.  Kelix is 
working on this project for his Eagle 
Scout project.  He will organize 
work parties, obtain materials and 
oversee the structural projects at the 
park, and lead activities for young-
sters in building the butterÿy houses, 
watering stations, and stepping 
stones for the habitat.

If  you are interested 
in helping out with the 
project (young and old 
are encouraged to par-
ticipate) contact Kelix 
at KelixRScott@On-
SiteComputer.com; or call 
733-2874.

By creating a haven 
for butterÿies at Rock 

Hill Park, we are beginning an effort 
to make the park more wildlife-
friendly.  Located in the midst of  
an urban neighborhood, alongside 
the freeway, the butterÿy habitat will 
offer a wonderful opportunity to 
demonstrate how urban gardens can 
become wildlife sanctuaries with a 
few simple amenities.

Butterÿies are important as plant 
pollinators and as food for other 
animals (birds, mammals, spiders, 
and other insects).  Butterÿies are 

also very sensitive to changes in the 
environment, and help warn us about 
unhealthy changes that are taking 
place. 

The York Neighborhood received 
a grant of  $2500 from the City of  
Bellinghamõs Small & Simple grant 
funds for the butterÿy project.  The 
money is being used to purchase 
plants, retaining wall materials, an 
entrance arbor, viewing bench and 
signs.  What we need now is more 
help.

Prepare the grounds: Weeding, 
mulching, and pruning.

Build retaining walls:  Help install 
the masonry blocks around the 
planting beds.

Install arbor: We have purchased 
a butterÿy motif  arbor for the 
entrance.

Plant butterÿy òfoodó: Plant host, 
or larval plants for butterÿies to lay 
eggs on.  Plant nectar-producing 
ÿowers to provide food for adult 
butterÿies. 

Establish watering stations: We will 
install ground level clay saucers to 
collect water. 

Construct signs: The signs will 
explain the elements of  a butterÿy 
habitat.

ment by Western and its surround-
ing neighborhoods to create a sense 
of community and an atmosphere 
of cooperation and respect.  

From its inception in 1977, the 
York Neighborhood Association 
has been dedicated to inclusiveness.  

We are not a home ownersõ asso-
ciation.  We are an association for 
anyone living in or owning property 
in the York neighborhood.  Dues 
are not required; however, member-
ship donations help to make things 
happen.



After reviewing all the comments 
of  the neighborhood and park users, 
we came up with a plan.  There will 
be a circuit trail around the park for 
year-round walking.  The slope above 
the park will have a nature trail for bird 
watching and wildlife. Viewing benches 
will be placed above the playground.  

In the lower park, new native plants 
will be added in a U shape to take 
advantage of  the South sun.  The U 
will leave the active þeld for soccer 
and other active games as it is now. 
Larger nut trees will be in the back of  
the U, then fruit trees, and then herbs.  
Benches will be placed around the 
circuit trail for quiet activity.  By using 
native and edible plants, the park can 
become a center for education of  how 
to combine growing edible food and 
still use a park for recreation.

Across the area where the grass and 
hill are located, tables will be added for 
picnicking and table games. The plans 
for the playground require input from 
the Parks Department so there are no 
plans to make changes this year.  Also, 
the active þeld will not be changed 
until the Parks Department determines 
if  it needs to resurface the area or 
þnd another method to control water 
drainage.

 he story of  Franklin Park is
         a story about neighbors step-
ping up to the plate to make their 
community a better place.  Today, 
just as in years past, neighborhood 
volunteers Judy and Jennifer Bach-
man are working on restoration 
projects for Franklin Park.  They, like 
many Yorkers before them, have a 
vision to create something of  value 
for generations to come (see related 

story in this issue of  the newsletter). 
A history of  Franklin Park shows 

how neighbors coming together 
with a common goal can make a big 
impact. 

Originally, the site was the old 
brick Franklin Elementary school, 
built in 1904 and demolished in 
1972.  In 1977, York neighbors 
attended public hearings of  the May-
orõs Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee and Parks Bond issue 
meetings to speak in favor of  making 
the Franklin School site a park.  The 
neighborhood won Mayor Ken 
Hertzõs support to create the park. 

The City acquired the property 
from the school district in 1977.  For 
the next 13 years the park was in use, 
but in 1990 it was time to do some-

thing about the old playground equip-
ment. A Neighborhood Improvement 
Program grant was submitted by Donna 
Grasdock, block captain of  1100 Grant 
St, to acquire funding for park improve-
ments.

The YNA collected hundreds of  
petition signatures in favor of  the grant, 
which was awarded in 1991 providing 
$8,000+ to purchase new playground 
equipment and pay for other improve-

ments.  The neighborhood subsequently 
raised $2,500 in funds, volunteer labor 
and materials.  

Calling ourselves òFriends of  Franklin 
Park,ó work parties raked out the rocks, 
hauled away debris, raked in gravel, and 
made the play þeld ready for planting 
grass.  Other neighbors organized fund-
raising events.

Each year from then on, as part of  
Earth Day, the YNA organized clean-up 
efforts at both Franklin and Rock Hill 
Parks.

New ideas for Franklin Park are in the 
works today.  These new plans will take 
the park forward and make it an impor-
tant asset for the neighborhood in years 
to come.  Again, as in its early beginning, 
Franklin Park needs our support.




